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Dr. Greg Loomis and his two former students, Austin and Kylee Darden, speak on behalf of the resolution.

Ben Thorp/WBAA
West Lafayette passed a resolution declaring racism a public health crisis during its city council meeting on Tuesday.

The city joined Tippecanoe County and Lafayette, which approved similar resolutions last month, spurred on by area
Human Rights Commissions and the local health department.

Tippecanoe County Health Officer Dr. Greg Loomis says action has to follow the passage of the resolution.

“One of the first things I’'m going to do is start some diversity and inclusion training at the health department,” he said.
“We’ll be one of the first health departments in the entire state to do DEI training. I’'m working with Purdue on that and
hopefully, we’ll get that underway shortly.”

Loomis brought two of his former students to speak on behalf of the resolution — Austin and Kylee Darden, both medical
students.

Austin said that, as someone who frequently does volunteer work in West Lafayette, the racial disparities are hard to miss.
“It’s pretty glaring, some of the disparities in this community,” he said.

The resolution outlines a litany of health and economic inequalities in the region including things like higher infant
mortality rates and lower household incomes between white and Black residents.

During a discussion of the resolution, council president Peter Bunder raised a question many have been asking following
the passage of similar resolutions in Lafayette and Tippecanoe County: what will actually change?

“How do we take what is a fine statement and make it applicable to the bureaucracy, the two big bureaucracies, that we’re
talking about here. Purdue University and the city of West Lafayette,” he said.

Statewide, only a handful of other jurisdictions have declared racism a public health crisis. These include Indianapolis,
Evansville, and St. Joseph County.

Copyright 2022 WBAA News. To see more, visit WBAA News.

https://www.wfyi.org/news/articles/west-lafayette-passes-resolution-declaring-racism-a-public-health-crisis#:~:text=West Lafayette passed a resolution,and the local h... 3/9


https://www.wfyi.org/files/wfyi/articles/original/wlafayette-council-bt.jpeg
http://www.wbaa.org/

8/2/23,10:20 AM West Lafayette passes resolution declaring racism a public health crisis
Tags:racismWest LafayetteTippecanoe County
Support independent journalism today. You rely on WFYI to stay informed, and we depend on you to make our work
possible. Donate to power our nonprofit reporting today. Give now.
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Planned Parenthood at full capacity for abortion care before Indiana ban
takes effect

v f

One of Indianas primary abortion care providers says they have no more open appointments three weeks ahead of the
states near-total abortion ban taking effect.
Read More
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Public Affairs / June 30, 2023

Indiana Supreme Court OKs near-total abortion ban, set to take effect soon

v f

The Indiana Supreme Court ruled Friday that the state's near-total abortion ban does not violate the Indiana Constitution.

Read More
NN A
WA You it

ping Commenieics

Championing Kids, Sirmegife

2022 Indianad KIDS COUNT"

ool YO th
gdition of @ profile of Hoosier you
og™ Echtion & =

https://www.wfyi.org/news/articles/west-lafayette-passes-resolution-declaring-racism-a-public-health-crisis#:~:text=West Lafayette passed a resolution,and the local h... 5/9


https://www.wfyi.org/news/articles/indiana-supreme-court-oks-near-total-abortion-ban-opens-door-to-other-legal-challenges
https://www.wfyi.org/news/articles/indiana-supreme-court-oks-near-total-abortion-ban-opens-door-to-other-legal-challenges
https://www.wfyi.org/news/articles/indiana-supreme-court-oks-near-total-abortion-ban-opens-door-to-other-legal-challenges
https://www.wfyi.org/news/articles/not-perfect-but-indiana-kids-wellbeing-ranks-higher-than-most-of-the-country

8/2/23,10:20 AM West Lafayette passes resolution declaring racism a public health crisis
Public Affairs / June 27, 2023

Indiana kids’ wellbeing ranks highest in past decade

v f

This year's annual national rankings measure improvement in the wellbeing of Indiana children. The 2023 Kids Count
Data Book compares all 50 states in measures including economic well-being, education, health and family, and
community. Indiana came in at 24 overall.
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Indiana Week in Review
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Hoosier Democrats, Republicans and insiders talk candidly about issues, the Indiana Statehouse and everything in
between on Indiana Week In Review from WFYI Public Media. Join host Brandon Smith and political experts as they
dive into the debates shaping Indiana....
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